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black-eyed Frenchman came out. His dr.ess was 1'5.131?131' sx;]%u
lar ; his black curling hair was parted in the x:mh tL E_O(:} ] Z:
head, and fell below his shoulders; he wor? a tig e
smoked deer-skin, very gayly ornameated with ﬁsules worke
in dyed porcupine-quills. Ilis moccasons and legglms; weii gliz
gaudily adorned in the same manner; and the latter h
i reachi the seams. The
addition a line of long fringes, reaching down .
small frame of Richard, for by this name Henry mzfde 11111
known to us, was in the highest degree athletic and j;lgorouz
There was no superfluity, and indeed there seld.om is among
the active white men of this country, but every limb ‘.va.xs comi
pact and hard ; every sinew had its full tone ar.td elastlclt);, anf
the whole man wore an air of mingled hardihood and buoy-
ancy. |
}Iriichurd committed our horses to a Navaho slave,' a me‘au-I
looking fellow, taken prisoner on the }\Iexican frontier ;v i::
relieving us of our rifles with ready pohteness,'leq thfa ‘.vflil‘O()l‘,
the prineipal apartment of his establishment. This was a] "
ten feet square. The walls and floor were of black mud ) Lq .
the roof of rough timber; there wak a huge ﬁreplac'e ml: “
of four flat rocks, picked up on the prairie. An Indian in
and otter-skin quiver, several gaudy articles of Rocky Mountzi‘.
finery, an Indian medicine-bag, and a pipe and tObacco-l‘mi"ﬂ:
garnished the walls, and rifles rested in a corner. ..Th(]ﬂ Eﬁtll@-
no furniture except a sort uf rough scitle, covered Wlth' ) lt y
robes, upon which lolled a tall half-breed, with his hair € urs

o ;3 ’ l‘llliMU”'
in masses upon each temple, and saturated with ve

i ' sat cross-legged on th
Two or three more ‘mountain men’ sat cross-legg

N ‘ 1(3“‘:
‘heir attire w ike that of Richard hims
floor. Their attire was not unlike t i

but the most striking figure of the group was a naked
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boy of sixteen, with a handsome face, and light, active propor-
tions, who sat in an easy posture in the corner near the door.
Not one of his limbs moved the breadth of a hair; his eye was
fixed immovably, not on any person present, but, as it appeared,
an the projecting corner of the fireplace opposite to him.

On these prairies the custom of smoking with friends is sel-
dom: omitted, whether among Indians or whites. The pipe,
therefore, was taken from the wall, and its great red bowl
erammed with the tobacco and shongsasha, mixed in suitable
proportions.  Then it passed round the circle, each man inhal-
ing a few whifls and handing it to his neighbor.  Having spent
nalt an hour here, we took our leave ; first inviting our new
friends to drink a cup of coffee with us at our camp a mile
further up the river.

By this time, as the reader may conceive, we had grown
rather shabby ; our clothes had burst into rags and tatters ; and
what was worse, we had very little means of renovation. Fort
Luwramie was but seven miles before us. Being totally averse
19 appearing in such a plight among any society that could
hoast an approximation to the civilized, we soon stopped by the
fiver to make our toilet in the best way we could. We hung
Up small looking-glasses against the trees and shaved, an oper-
ition neglected for six weeks; we performed our ablutions in
the Platte, though the util
wble, the watey
ban]

ity of such a proceeding was question-
looking exactly like a cup of chocolate, and the
'S consisting of the softest and richest yellow mud, so that

"'~ - . 1 i i !
¢ were obliged, as g preliminary, to build a causeway of stout
hranches and twigs.

I!I'OC‘.HI‘G(]. from as

Having also put on radiant moccasons,
quaw of Richard’s establishmient, and made
vements our narrow circumstances allowed,
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