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oxen and steers for fresh ones on almost any terms. R.
D., whose tent we passed last evening, is said to have
six or cight hundred liead ; and, knowing the country
perfeetly, finds no difficulty in keeping them through
summer and winter by frequently shifting them from
place to place over & cirenit of thirty or forty miles. J.
I3, who has been here some twenty-odd years, began
with little or nothing, aud lhas quictly acenmulated
some fifty horses, three or four hundred head of neat
cattle, three squaws, and any number of half-breed
children, e is enid to be worth seventy-five thonsand
dollars, though he Las not even a garden, has probably
not tasted an apple nor a peach these ten years, and
lives in a tent which would be dear at fitty dollars. I
instance this gentleman's way of life not by any nmeans
to commend it, bot to illustrate the labits of a ¢lase.
White men with two or three squaws each are quite
common thronghout this region, and young and rela-
tively comely Indian girls are bonght from their fathers
Ly white men as regularly and openly as Circassians at
Constantinople. The usnal range of prices is from forty
to eighty dollars—abont that of Indian horses. I hear
it stated that, though all other trade may be dull, that
in young equaws is always brisk on Green River and
the North Platte. That women go purchased should be
discarded or traded off, as saticty or avarice may sug-
gesty and that they should desert or deceive their par
chasers on the slightest tenptation, can surprise no one.
Imet an Irishman on Big Sandy whose squaw had re-
cently gone off with an Indian sdmirer, leaving him
two clever, bright, half-breed children of seven and five
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years. I trust that plank in the republican national
platform, which affirms the right and duty of Congress-
ional prohibition, not only of slavery in the territories
but of polygamy also, is destined to be speedily embodied
in a law.

We passed yesterday the two places at which a body
of Mormons late in 1857, surprised and burned the
supply-trains following in the rear of the federal troops
sent against them. The wagons were burned in corral,
and the place where cach stood is still distinetly marked
on the ground. Tt seems ineredible, yet I am assured
it is undoubtedly true, that none of the military officers
who were severally digpatched from Kansas, late that
scagon on the road to Salt Lake without a commander
and with no definite instructions, was directed to afford
any protection or give any feed to these important
towns. It is lamentable that presidents and sceretarics
of war are not subject to eourt-martinls.

We lave for the last two days been passing scores of
good log or ox-chains—in one instance, a hundred fect
together—which, baving Leen thrown away by Cali-
fornia emigrants to lighten the loads of their famished,
failing cattle, have lain in the road for months, if not
years, passed and noted by thonsends, but by none
thought worth picking np. One would suppose that
the traders, the herdsimen, the Indians, or some other of
the residents of this region, would deem these c¢hains
worth having, but they do not. I had already become
acenstomed to the sight of wagon-tire, wagon-boxes, ete.,
r¢jected and spurned in this way ; but good, new chaine
thuns begging for owners, I have only noted this side of



