96 FUR TRADE.

Goods are sold at this establishment fifty
per cent lower than at the American posts.
White trappers are paid a higher price for
their furs than is paid the Indians; are
charged less for the goods which they re-
ceive in exchange ; and are treated in every
respect by this shrewd Company with such
uniform justice, that the American trappers
even are fast leaving the service of their
countrymen, for the larger profits and bet-
ter treatment of British employment. There
is also a company of men connected with this
Fort, under the command of an American
mountaineer, who, following various tribes
in their migratory expeditions in the adja-
cent American and Mexican domain, collect
whatever furs may chance to be among
them.

By these means, and various others sub-
sidiary to thew, the gentlemen in charge of
this trading establishment, collected, in the
summer of 1839, more than thirty packs of
the best beaver of the mountains.

We spent the 2d and 3d most agreeably with
Mr. Walker, in his hospitable adobie castle ;
exchanged with him our wearied horses for
fresh ones; and obtained dried buffalo meat,
sugar, cocoa, tea, and corn meal, a guide,
and every other necessary within that gen-
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tleman’s power to furnish for our journey to
Wallawalla. And at ten o’clock, a. M., of the
4th of September, we bade adieu to our
very obliging countryman, and took to our
saddles on the trail down the desert banks
of the Saptin. As we left the Fort, we
passed over the ground of an affray, which
originated in love and terminated in death.
Yes, love on the western declivity of the
Rocky Mountains! and love of a white man
for an Indian dame!

It appeared that a certain white trapper
had taken to himself a certain bronze dam-
sel of the wilderness to be his slave. wife,
with all the solemn ceremonies of pur-
chase and payment for the same in sun-
dry horses, dogs, and loads of ammuni-
tion, as required by the custom in such
affairs governing ; and that by his business
of trapping for beaver, &c., he was, soon
after the banns were proclaimed, separated
from his beloved one, for the term of three
months and upwards, much against his ten-
der inclination and interest, as the following
showeth : for during the terms of his said
absence, another white man, with intent to
injure, &c., spoke certain tender words unto
the said trapper’s slave-wife, which had the

VOL. II. F




98 WALLAWALLA.

effect to alienate from him the purchased
and rightfully possessed affections of his
slave-spouse, in favour of her seducer. In
this said condition did the beaver-catcher
find his bride when he came in from the
hunt. He loaded his rifle, and killed the
robber of his heart, The grave of the
victim is there—a warning to all who would
trifle with the vested rights of an American
trapper in the love of an Indian beauty.
‘We made about ten miles, and halted for
the night. Our guide displayed himself a
five feet nine inch stout Wallawalla. He
had been in the service of the Hudson Bay
Company many years, and was conse-
quently assiduous and dutiful. Yes, conse-
quently so; for neither Indian nor white
man is long in their service without learn-
ing his place, and becoming active and faith-
ful in doing his duty. Assoon as we entered
camp, our pack-horses were stripped of their
burdens, and turned loose to feed ; wood
was gathered, and a fire blazing under the
kettles, and ‘“ all cut door” immediately
rendered as comfortable to us, as skies
spangled with stars, and earth strewn with
snowy sand could be made. Wallawalla
was a jolly oddity of a mortal. The frontal
region of his head had been pressed in in-
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fancy most aristocratically into the form of
the German idiots; his eyes were forced
out upon the corners of the head ; his nose
hugged the face closely like a bunch of
affectionate leeches ; hair black as a raven,
and flowing over a pair of herculean shoul-
ders; and feet——but who can describe that
which has not its like under the skies.
Such was Carbo, our Palinurus over the
burnt plains of Snake River.

The short ride of the day had shown us
the western limit of the partial fertility about
Fort Hall. The earth had begun to be red,
burnt, and barren ; grass, sparse and dry;
the shrubs and cotton-woods stinted and
shrivelled.

The plain of the 1rois Butes is situated
between the Snowy mountain range on the
south, and another ridge which, diverging
from it above the sources of the Saptin
River, follows that stream down to the Blue
Mountains near Wallawalla. This plain
by experiment is found to be eight thousand
feet above the level of the sea. In the vici-
nity of the post, there is an abundance of
grass for the subsistence of many thousands
of animals. The soil, in various parts of it,
also appears well adapted to the cultivation
of the small grains and esculent roots. But
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